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KEY MESSAGES

Water scarcity is a nature-related financial risk with
economic and financial consequences

The fundamental human right to water is increasingly
recognised or supported in many legal frameworks

Most countries have water legislation in place, but subject to
change, with a need to balance simplification and effectiveness

Water scarcity litigation is growing, with a large volume of
cases challenging authorisations and development plans

WATER AS A HUMAN RIGHT AROUND THE WORLD

Countries assessed: 195
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LEGISLATION

« Most jurisdictions regulate water use and pollution due to water’s societal and economic
importance

- Adaptation requires stronger enforcement, constraining private-sector activities and
balancing growth with legal certainty

Simplification - - Improving effectiveness
. S —

Short-term economic Long-term economic benefits
benefits

LITIGATION RISK IS GROWING

RIGHTS-BASED LITIGATION
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 Identified 30 cases from 14 jurisdictions
(non-US)
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e Large and growing body of US litigation too
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